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MEMORANDUM 

Mayor and City Council 

Michael McDonald, Assistant City Manager 

October 28, 201 1 

Occupy Austin and Use of City Hall 

This is to advise you of some steps that we intend to take in response to current conditions in the 
public areas of our City Hall building and grounds resulting from the Occupy Austin event. 

As you know, the City has a written building usage policy for City Hall. That policy designates 
certain areas - including the plaza area on Cesar Chavez, the amphitheater (concrete risers facing 
Cesar Chavez), and the mezzanine area at the top of the amphitheater - as public areas that are 
appropriate for free speech activities such as the Occupy Austin event. In the past Council has 
by resolution directed the amendment of the policy to designate other areas of City Hall as free 
speech areas. It is the City Manager's responsibility to administer our building usage policy in a 
manner that protects the City's property, ensures public health and safety, allows access to these 
public areas for all citizens, and respects the rights of the public to engage in free speech 
activities in these areas. 

In light of conditions that presently exist in public areas of our City Hall property, we will be 
communicating with the event organizers and posting appropriate signage to clarify the usage 
rules for the plaza, amphitheater, and mezzanine areas going forward. These actions do not 
require any amendment to the current building usage policy. 

1. The mezzanine area is not a sleeping area or a camping area. Individuals who set up 
sleeping bags, pallets, or other sleeping accommodations will be asked to remove these 
items immediately. Individuals found sleeping in the mezzanine area between 10:OO 
p.m. and 6:00 a.m. will be asked to vacate that area immediately. Sleeping - overnight 
sleeping for protest activities - will continue to be permitted on the concrete risers in the 
amphitheater area. 

2. Unattended signs will be considered abandoned signs. Signs left for an extended period 
of time along the stone walls on Cesar Chavez or in other public areas that do not 
indicate clear ownership by an individual engaged in free speech activities at that time 
will be removed and discarded. We will not remove signs that are simply laid down 




